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Christmas is an amazing time in our year.  It can bring about joy, peace and happiness, yet it 

can also bring out the opposite of grief, sadness and loneliness.  So there must be 

something about Christmas that it can do that. 

God is close to us and we feel close to others and maybe this is how we reflect on the 

opposites. 

We see the good times enjoyed and maybe those memories of people no longer with us. 

It’s Christmas time that makes us realise that God has come into our world in the presence 

of Jesus. 

It has happened historically and he is now making his move for good in each of us. 

While saying this there are the occasions at Christmas when we wonder if Jesus will survive 

his own birthday? 

We have people not singing Christmas carols, not having the crib and telling us to drop the 

word Christmas. 

Recently I was listening to the A.B.C.  This was three weeks ago, so a week before 

Christmas. 

The radio presenter was chatting to a delightful young girl about Christmas.  She was giving 

a history of Rudolph and the reindeers.  She was quite articulate in her delivery which 

surprised me because she didn’t seem to be much more than 6-7 years of age. 

In her story she spoke on how important the reindeers were to Santa in making his deliveries 

each year. 

She was asked if Santa would come to her and she said he will but you must be good 

though. 

And what is he bringing? 

“An iPad and an electric scooter.”  I thought what expensive gifts for a young girl, another 

sign of our material world. 

When she was asked if Santa was real, the pause and the way she answered, she 

wondered if the presenter was joking. 

Later, I thought, no mention of Jesus, all about material things.  Then I thought how we could 

turn this around. 

She believes in the mystery already so we could tell her Jesus is like Santa he gives us 

things, looks after us but he wants us to be good. 

Santa needs his mysterious helpers, the reindeers.  The angels are those helpers carrying 

out God’s work and messages. 



She has a strong belief in mystery so she could gently make that transition from all she 

knows about Santa and find it in Jesus. 

We can use Santa to our advantage not as the one who replaces Jesus but the one who 

helps children make that transition to what Christmas is really about.  

So let us keep believing, let us keep singing carols, let us keep having Christmas carols in 

the park, let us enjoy the gift of giving because this is what Jesus wants us to do on his 

birthday. 
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